JAPANESE READING - STUDY GUIDE

2 A/ ﬁi\ b ‘(“ Prepared for

“On the veranda” — Story 2 Gabriel

BrlolhoebelsawhIrnotf
E. AADDICVWET, BECDIIFEHE
WMEAZWSEDH->TVET, LT
ALZHIVWTWET, RIIF. RTVLET,

#f8 (engawa): the wooden veranda between house and
garden.

ZHIEHENTI, TDIFIEFHAEDTT,

WE. DO SDBZHIVNVTVET, RlIE. RTLEXT,
ZHIEHENTT, <HIFLAWVWTT,

WE. BEZDIIEAEDFTZ2DVWTWVWET, RCiF. RTWET,
BEIDIHDEDELAVWRIAVWLSUE. ZADDICVWETY, E5IFFVWAT
3_0 TCL\J:'B‘;%h\L\—C\j—o

WE. el eRlldE. RTWET,

As written in the original. Blue = highlighted there: X AD'D, & (leaf), < .

Translation

1. A boy and a white cat are on the veranda. The boy is holding one big book. And then, he is writing kanji. The cat is sleeping.
2. The sky is blue. The tree's leaves are green. Now, the boy is writing hiragana. The cat is sleeping.

3. The sky is blue. The clouds are white. Now, the boy is writing katakana. The cat is sleeping.

4. A boy and a white cat are on the veranda. The sky is yellow. The sun is red. Now, the boy and the cat are sleeping.

The story at a glance

Pattern: Z5(300TT, ... WE. BLIDIIFAAZHIVTWET, Lalid. 2 TWLWET, Only the slots change.

Ideas: three scripts (kanji = hiragana - katakana); colours; blue day - yellow and red evening; the boy works while the cat
sleeps, until both sleep.

Reading tip: no spaces, so find the particles (I& ' & |2 & @ T) first; the verb or T is last. Particle |& = “wa", & = “0".



Sentence-by-sentence breakdown

(O noun () particle () verb () adjective () counter (7] other (TY, £LT)

© - HVEDELAVRIAVNSUE. ZADDICVWET,

Otoko no ko ga hitori to shiroi neko ga ippiki, engawa ni imasu. — A boy and a white cat are on the veranda.

[Bc‘: :w:][ Bt ] veb |l ][L%L\][n:][ e ][ WoUE [i/ub“ib [ I ]
BoF subject marker —A and =10 b subject marker —pT =il at (place)
boy one person white cat one (small animal) veranda

is (polite)

I Structure [Person H* number] & [Animal A number], [Place] I WE
« BYLIDI =HL T (male) + D + Z (child). ¥ marks a new subject (first mention, so A, not I&).

o« VD [ WHTE are counters placed right after noun + A%, & = “and”. L 3L\ (L)-adjective) sits before the noun. IC = place; W T =
exists (living things; objects use %0 7).

©® HrDOTIEFEEFTVIEFEAZLSTDLHSOTLET,

Otoko no ko wa ookii hon o issatsu motte imasu. — The boy is holding one big book.

>R el /) Ju & EHETV | IFA %z Wodo H-oT ||VWET
B0F topic marker REW i object marker — 2T is (polite)
boy big book one volume (book) || hold (T-form)

I Structure [Topic (&] [Adjective + Noun %Z] [number] [Verb T+ W& ¥]

« |&: the boy is now known, so he is the topic. & marks the object; LN\ > & (fff, for books) goes between the % -phrase and the verb.
e D> Ho2T +UWVET ="is holding” (a state).

® zLT. PALZEDPVTLET,

Soshite, kanji o kaite imasu. — And then, he is writing kaniji.

- e el ()

and / and then Er object marker EZ20T is (polite)
kanji write (T-form)

I Structure Z L T. [Object Z] [Verb T+ WH 7]

« LT links to the previous sentence. i< - HWVWT + LWE T = "is writing” (ongoing). The subject is dropped because it is obvious.
o L (write)  #< (draw).

@ Hlid. RTVETD

Neko wa, nete imasu. — The cat is sleeping.

[m:][ I3 ][ RT mia‘]
b topic marker BT is (polite)
cat sleep (T-form)

I Structure [Topic {&] [Verb T+ W& 7]

o« 1% (%-verb, drop %) > BT + LWET = "is sleeping”. I& makes the cat a contrasting topic: the boy works, the cat sleeps. This is the
story's refrain.

O z5E3EHENTT,

Sora wa aoi desu. — The sky is blue.
[%5][ I3 ][EBL\H TY
b topic marker = is (polite ending)
sky blue

I Structure [Topic (3] [L)-adjective] T
« AIEBTTY ="AisB" L\ (L -adjective) + TT = polite.

© ZDIFIRALDTT,

Ki no ha wa midori desu. — The tree's leaves are green.

|| & HED TY
tr?!e(e of ['s Ie%f topic marker gfen is (polite ending)

I Structure [Noun @ Noun] & [Colour noun] T¢
« Two |3: EE (leaf, read “ha") and the topic particle ("wa"): T/ D [ IE [ 1&. D = "'s". ¥ D isanoun, so HEDTT (no L).




@ L\E BrZolldUoshriEshVTULED,

Ima, otoko no ko wa hiragana o kaite imasu. — Now, the boy is writing hiragana.

[L\i][tit:@:][ I3 0513\‘7::] % ][ T ][L\i?]
5 BoF topic marker Frt object marker 20T is (polite)
now boy hiragana write (T-form)

I Structure [Time], [Topic (] [Object Z] [Verb T+ WF 7]
« L E: time words come first; the verb comes last. T 5h%%: this story is itself written in hiragana.

@ <HFELAWTT,

Kumo wa shiroi desu. — The clouds are white.

[<t, [ I3 ][L&\H TY J
g topic marker =19 is (polite ending)

cloud white

I Structure [Topic (&] [L)\-adjective] T
« <% (&) cloud, not B (spider). L 3L\ ended the sentence here but sat before a noun in sentence 1.

@ VX BLIDIIEFARAFTEDVTVET,

Ima, otoko no ko wa katakana o kaite imasu. — Now, the boy is writing katakana.

[L\i][ac‘::w: I3 nam—][ % ][ T ][L\éﬁ?‘]
5 BoF topic marker A% object marker 21T is (polite)
now boy katakana write (T-form)

I Structure [Time], [Topic (] [Object Z] [Verb T+ WWF 7]

« Same frame as 7. A& 77 for foreign words, names and emphasis; written in katakana itself. The scripts go kanji > hiragana -
katakana.

@ z513FTVATY,

Sora wa kiiro desu. — The sky is yellow.

[% 5] i3 [sua] TY
s topic marker =) is (polite ending)
sky yellow

I Structure [Topic (&] [Colour] TY
o« FL\B (EEB)isanoun: TWVATT (also LB W), The sky changed from blue to yellow: time has passed.

@ -\WESREHBHWVTT,

Taiyé wa akai desu. — The sunis red.

[T:L\J:'B i |[®sprv] T3 J
N topic marker GiNA is (polite ending)
sun red

I Structure [Topic I&] [L)-adjective] T
o TEW&ES: &5 =long “0” (taiyd). Yellow sky + red sun = evening.

@ \x BrZnZrhllE. BTLWET,

Ima, otoko no ko to neko wa, nete imasu. — Now, the boy and the cat are sleeping.

[L\&][Bt:o:] t][n:][ % [ BT ][uia‘]
S BEDF and W topic marker

ET is (polite)
boy cat sleep (T-form)

I Structure [Time], [Noun & Noun (&], [Verb T+ W% 9]

e Read B DT/ /BRI /IEnotHBEl /D[ /1T, ¥ ="and"; one | for the pair. Now the boy sleeps too: the contrast
resolves.

Repeats: sentences 8 and 12 = sentence 4 (the cat refrain); sentence 9 = sentence 5; sentence 13 = sentence 1 (the story closes
where it began, with #' again because the scene is re-introduced).



Vocabulary, particles and key grammar

Word Kanji  Meaning
HEWL Fu) blue (L\-adj)
HH L TR red (L\-adj)
WE = now (noun / time)
W9 to be, to exist (living things) (verb (polite))
WwWo»o —M  one volume (book) (counter) - T2 +
number: Wo & D, (ZED, TATD.
Vo UrS —pt  onesmallanimal (counter) - OF / U'E / U
T VO UE, ICOTE, TAUE.
ZADD 5481 veranda, wooden porch (noun)
oY ke AN A=\ big, large (L) -ad))
BropZ BEDF boy(noun) - HX T (male) + ® + C (child).
h< =< to write (verb (u-verb))
AL SE=R kanji, Chinese characters (noun)
haHhF F1{k% katakana script (noun)
= S tree (noun)
L3 ) yellow (noun (or WL\-adj)) - EWATT /EW
2L\ TTY.
Particles

Particle Job Example from the story

Word Kanji  Meaning

<% = cloud (noun) - Same sound as ##k (spider).

LAWL =1 white (L)-adj)

ZLT — and, and then (conjunction) - Links sentences.

z5 zc sky (noun)

f=L&kS A sun(noun)-Long “6"in & >.

<7 — is / am / are (polite) (copula) - Ends polite
statements: A (& B TY.

he W cat (noun)

h3 B3 to sleep, to go to bed (verb (%-verb)) - T-
form: RT. BTWET = is sleeping.

I3 (leaf) = leaf (noun)

oveb —A one person (counter) - Irregular: D& D, 3\7=D,
then TAICA...

U 5h% Fik% hiragana script (noun)

IFA N book (noun)

AED i3 green (noun) - A noun, so »#& D TY (no W).

HD ¥ to hold, to carry, to have (verb (u-verb))

BLIDOIRIFAZDH>TWVWETY, — Known information. Also contrast: 2 I&. R TWVWE T,
BrZolhvreb---LWEd, — Introduces someone or something for the first time.

— Marks what the action is done to.

ZAADDICWET, — With WET/H D £9: where something is.

Z ABHT (title) — With action verbs: where it happens. “On the veranda (---happens)”.

I& (wa) Topic: "“as for..."

75\‘ (ga) Subject, new information

% (0) Direct object HhALZDWVWTWVET,

(S (i) Place of existence

T (de) Place of action

C (to) and”between nouns Vb ¥ LBWRaI — Joins nouns, not sentences.
D (no) ofl's" E?DIE — Links two nouns: owner @ thing.

~TWVWE¥7: “isdoing” / “is in the state of”

Verb T-form rule Result

M (EL) < >0T PUVTUWET =iswriting
52 (D) 2> o57T HoTWVWET =isholding
13 (B3) drop % + T R TWEF =issleeping

Counters and adjectives

Counter 1 2 3

A (people) 0eh Afb TAICA
Pt (small animals) Wo U ICOE SAUE
ff# (books) Wo &> 3] TAED

Li-adjectives (HELY, HHLWY, LAV, EHE L) go straight
before a noun; colour nouns (#¢'D, FL\3) take T without
LY.



