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“A man is walking” — Story 3
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As written in the original, line by line (19 lines; the title repeats line 1).

Translation

1. A man is walking. 11. He is walking, walking, walking.
2. The sun is a big yellow ball. 12. Now, the sun is a big red ball.
3. He is walking. 13. He is walking.
4. The grass is yellow. 14. It's water! There is water!
5. There are no trees. 15. The man is running.
6. There are no flowers. 16. He is drinking water, drinking, drinking.
7. There is no water. 17. The moon is a big white ball.
8. He is walking, walking, walking. 18. There is water, and there is a green tree.
9. He doesn't have a car. 19. He is sleeping.
10. He doesn't have a horse.

The story at a glance

o Pattern: 72W\W& S / 2F 1 OOD HF L) /R—JLTT: only the colour and the sun / moon change. And X (& D FEA > XD HDFT:
nothing, then something.

« Ideas: a man walks through a dry, yellow land with no trees, flowers or water, and no car or horse; the sun turns yellow - red and the moon
rises white (day = evening - night); he finds water, runs, drinks and sleeps.

. Reading tip: no spaces, so find the particles (I H' Z @) first; the verb is last (~TWE T /| ~TWLWEHA). Particle I& = “wa”", & = "0". In B &
ZDVLIFIFL 2TLWET the second (& belongs to (&L 5.



Sentence-by-sentence breakdown Onoun O partice Dverb () adjective [ other (¢4« , !)

Q@ 5DV BBVTWVET 0toko nohito ga aruite imasu. — A man is walking.
DOk X H3W\WT \
E1OUN 1‘) HWNT L i?

man subject marker || o\ (T-form) is (polite)

| Structure [Subject H'] [Verb T + WX ]
o BLIDVYL =HLI (male) + D + VDX (person) = "man” (an adult; BEDF is a boy). H' marks a new subject: first mention, so 1%, not I&.
o $H3L >HBVWT + LWET = "is walking” (ongoing). 3 < isa S-verb: < - WT.

O L ESIEEFVARDEEZTWVWR—ILTT Tuiys wa kiiro no ookii boru desu. — The sun is a big yellow ball.
e e

. AEW . . .
topic marker of /'s big ball is (polite ending)
\

sun yellow

\

O LE EFVESEBHLPVEBZTWVWR—ILTT Ima, taiys wa akai ookii boru desu. — Now, the sun is a big red ball.
(W) rT:Lj:g: '5N[ I ][Zf)h‘b\\ (BEE L\\[;j-;‘_”;[ S ]

\

] i A AEV . . .
topic marker ] big ball is (polite ending)

L now JAN sun Y,

Q DFIELAVWEEZTUVR—ILTI Tsuki wa shiroi ookii béru desu. — The moon is a big white ball.
(2 1 ]LZ)L\ 3’53’53\;\\(,1-;_”’][ <7 ]

J

A B AL ball is (polite ending)

moon plts Iy white big

\.

\ \

| Structure [Topic I&] [Colour] [LY-adjective] [Noun] T9 (12 adds a time word first: [Time], ...)

« FEUL\B is anoun, so it needs M before another noun (EWVWADKR—IL); DWW/ LBV [ EE F LY are Li-adjectives and go straight before the noun,
even two in a row. Japanese says colour first (“red big ball”).

o R—JL is katakana: a loanword (“ball”). L& (now) opens 12: time words come first. The frame is the story’s clock: sun yellow - sun red - moon
white = day = evening - night.

e WL D B WVWTWE T kare wa arvite imasu. — He is walking.

(T
ie topic marker walk (T-form) is (polite)

| Structure [Topic IX] [Verb T + WET]
« 1L = "he™ once the man is introduced, the story says H'11, and I (known topic) replaces #'. Same as 13.

° CTIEFEETVWATY Q FXH D £ A Kiwaarimasen. — There are no trees.
Kusa wa kiiro desu. — The grass is yellow. =
- & HOFEEA

[ (EZE] [ ‘ ‘; ] [3;&5] [ ‘c"g' . J t::e [topic marker][ does not exist ]

grass topic marker yellow is (polite ending)
O IniEH A O »TiIEHDEEA
Hana wa arimasen. — There are no flowers. Mizu wa arimasen. — There is no water.
[‘%;3“][ i ][50351‘!&] [th‘][ I ][&Déﬁﬁh]

flower topic marker does not exist water topic marker does not exist

| Structure [Topic |&] [Colour noun] T - [Thing I3] D £t A

o« FLAB (E!)isanoun: TLWA T, no L\ The grass is yellow like the sun: a dry land.
o HDET > HHEHA = "thereis > there isn't". Plants and objects use 3 D FJ (people and animals use LE 7). & gives “as for trees ... none™:
three nothings (trees, flowers, water) build a bare landscape. Keep this (& in mind when %' appears in 14 and 18.

O HNFIHBZVWTWVWET. HBAVWTVLWET. HBBALWTWVWET

Kare wa aruite imasu, aruite imasu, aruite imasu. — He is walking, walking, walking.

ph @ |[B3VT |ngs] | x3
e topic marker Walk/(T-form) is (polite) repeated 3 times

| Structure [Topic IX] [Verb T + WE ] x3
« Repeating the verb after a comma = a long, continuing action. Sentence 11 is the same line; 16 uses the same trick.




9 MNIECBFEH >TUVWERH A Kare wa kuruma o motte imasen. — He doesn’t have a car.

hn <3%F H-oT
[ ;])i ] [topictgarker] [ cfr ][objecf&n]arker] [haveﬁf%jiorm)][};\m%(git/;}

@ MUES S FEH >TWLWERHE A Kare wa uma o motte imasen. — He doesn't have a horse.

hn Fd S>F HoT |[nxe
[ ;i ] [topic marker] [ ho%se ] [objecﬁarker] [haveﬁ?iorm)] [ is nf(polit/:)‘

| Structure [Topic IX] [Object Z] [Verb T + WEHA]

e HD > H-oT + WLWET ="is holding / has". The negative swaps WET > WEHA: Ho>TLEHEA = "doesn't have". & marks what he doesn't have.
« No car and no horse: nothing to ride, which is why he walks (and walks and walks).

@ J}T_C 3_ ! 37‘?7’3‘3’3 DXRI ! Mizudesu! Mizu ga arimasu! — It's water! There is water!

&3 T¥ | K (-1 3 A (A
W;J:er is (polite ending) excitement W;J:er subject marker exists (things) excitement

| Structure [Noun] T9 ! [Noun H] HD £ !

o Compare 7: #9'l& %D £ A (topic: “as for water, none”). Now &3h% % D £ 9: H marks a new discovery, a surprise. D £9 = “exists / there is”,
the opposite of %D £t A. The ! shows his excitement.

O LDV EIFIFLS>TWET otoko no hito wa hashitte imasu. — The man is running.
[3‘52::0)0&:][ 13 ][lig?’c][ugg-]

L2 topic marker is (polite)

man run (T-form)

| Structure [Topic I&] [Verb T + WET]

e Read B ZTDV K /& /&L o7T: the first | is the particle ("wa"), the second starts &L % ("ha"). I&L% > &L >T:endsin % butisa 5-verb (%
- ©7). The man is named again (not H»*11): a new scene begins, he has seen water.

O H1FHTEDATVET, DATVWET. DATULWET

Kare wa mizu o nonde imasu, nonde imasu, nonde imasu. — He is drinking water, drinking, drinking.

phf i |23 = DAT pwxg| . x3
[ ;ﬁi ] [topic marker] [ W;J:er ] [object marker drinkﬁﬁ(z/’g—éorm) is (polite) repeated 3 times

| Structure [Topic |&] [Object Z] [Verb T + WE 9] x3

o DL >DAT (L > AT)+ WET = "is drinking”. & marks what he drinks: #9". The threefold repeat echoes sentence 8: first the long walk, now
the long drink.

O HIHLHDET. ALODOIHHBOET

Mizu ga arimasu, midori no ki ga arimasu. — There is water, and there is a green tree.

| » |[sBpET|. |[#EY | 0 | » o |[BbxY
water subject marker exists (things) and green of /'s tree subject marker exists (things)

| Structure [Noun h'] %D £ . [Colour noun ® Noun A1 %D £ 9

« Two clauses joined by . (“and"”). The trees and water that were missing in 5-7 now exist: h' + & D £ ¢ marks them as new. &#E D (#%) is a noun,
S0 HE DM, just like TLVAD in sentence 2.

@ DS, B TUWEXT  Kare wa, nete imasu. — He iis sleeping.

® . BT ) .
e topic marker | | pause sleep (T-form) is (polite)

| Structure [Topic I&] [Verb T + WET]

o 13 (B-verb:drop %) > BT + L& T = "is sleeping”. The comma after |3 is a small pause before the quiet ending: after walking, running and
drinking, he rests.

Repeats: sentence 11 = 8 (h'1IFdH D LV TULVE T x3); sentence 13 = 3 (A 1UF&H B LV TLVE F). The sun / moon frame returns in 2, 12 and 17; the
walking / drinking repeat in 8, 11 and 16.



Vocabulary, particles and key grammar

Word Kaniji Meaning

HHL ZNA red (L -adj.)

HPOHFET — there is / to exist (things, plants)
(verb, polite). Negative: D £t A.

H3< < to walk (5 -verb). T-form: %3 W T.

W7 to be, exist (living beings) (verb,
polite). In TWLW&F 7 = “is doing”;
negative WEE A.

(R¥-3 = now (noun / time)

5% 5 horse (noun)

TV AKZ=LV  big, large (L)-adj.)

oo EnA man(noun) - HEZ (male) + D + T
& (person)

v q) ® he (pronoun)

F /N tree (noun)

TR =cp ) yellow (noun, also FL\3 L))

<& =) grass (noun)

3% 2] car (noun)

Particles and punctuation

Particle  Job

Example from the story

WL SIEVWAD....R—)LTY. — Also contrast / denial: TldH D £ A.

Word Kanji Meaning

L3WL HU  white (L) -adj.)

W&k > K[ sun(noun) - &5 =long 0"

D )=| moon (noun) - also “month”.

T7 — is / am [ are (polite copula). Ends
statements: A I B TY.

R> 2% tosleep, gotobed (%-verb). T-form: 2T.

(DY N gy, todrink (5-verb). T-form: DAT.

IFL3 ED torun (5-verb). T-form: (&L o T.

(5 €A 1t flower (noun) - not £ (nose).

(03 A person (noun)

R=JL — ball (noun, katakana loanword)

H3 7K water (noun)

HED 4 green(noun)  HLDTT, HLOD E.

D #> tohold, to have (5-verb). H>TWEHA =

doesn't have.

BrIovrhH3LWTLWET. — Introduces the man; »IH&H D £9 ! — adiscovery.

— HFTY!

|& wa  Topic: “asfor..."

i) ga Subject, new information

- Direct object KBFEELOTVEEA. —HTEDATVET.

D o of"/"s"linksanountothe TUVBDR—I, ALDDE. —HLIDVL.
noun after it

! Comma: pause / “and”. HBDVWTWET, HBILWTWVET, ..
Exclamation mark:
excitement

~TWVE¥ T “isdoing” - ~TWEEA “is not doing”

Verb T-form rule Result

H< aruku < > WT HBWVWTWLWET = is walking

#£3 hashiru % > 27T (5-verb) IEL>TWET =is running

L nomu L > AT DATWET =is drinking

BOmotsu D ->oT HoTWET = has/ holds
Ho>TWEEA = doesn't have

#3 neru drop % + T (%-verb) RTWET = is sleeping

HYET/HY FHA, and adjectives before a noun

[[-E} Rule Story example
Things, HODET | HDFEA HTHHDET - SEHDF
plants ‘A

Living beings WFT /WEEA (ihn TLWET, Ho>TLFEA)

straight before the BEETVHR—IL - HHLR—
noun y]”

L)-adjective

Colour noun  + M before a noun FVWADR—I-AEDDE

AlZBTY "Ais B" CTRFEVWARTTY



