JAPANESE READING - STUDY GUIDE

LEDZDOBAKDZ VWL

“The sick girl and the doctor"” — Story 5
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As written in the original. Blue = highlighted there: 71 X 1) — L.

Translation

1 In the white bedroom, a girl is lying in bed.
2 A doctor is sitting on a chair.
3 The doctor is wearing a suit.
4 He is writing in a small black book.
5 On the white table there are two green apples and one yellow flower.
6 The doctor said... (the “X said" tag that opens each exchange)
7 @I "Hello."
8 “Hello. Are you my doctor?”
9 @IXETD "Yes, my name is Suzuki. Pleased to meet you."
10 "My name is Tanaka Ayako. Is this my flower?"
11 @GIXETED "Yes, it's your flower.”
12 "I love yellow flowers. Is this from my mother?"
13 @D “No, Ayako. The flower is from your father.”
14 "Father? Where is my father?”

Prepared for

Gabriel

In the picture: the girl (A% ® Z) in bed, the doctor
(LYL %) in his white coat, and a man (& Z DV &)
at the bedside. The teddy bear is not in the story.
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15 @IXEED "Your father is buying a newspaper. Ayako, are you tired?”
16 “I'm tired."

17 @D "Are you feeling unwell?”

18 @D "No, I'm fine."

19 @IXEED “Are you hot?”

20 "Yes. I'm hot. I'm thirsty. What are you writing?"
21 @D “I'm writing your name, Ayako. And then..."

22 @I "Where is my child?”

23 @XEED "Good morning, Father.”

24 @G "Is Ayako all right?”

25 @IEED “Yes, she's fine.”

26 "Father! I'm fine. I'm hungry."”

27 @@ "Thank goodness. There's ice cream!”



The story at a glance

e Pattern:atag XI& LWWZEL7z.1 + quotedwords T...] . Speakers alternate without new tags; questions end in ~T9J %", answers in ~T9 /~TL
ESC

¢ ldeas: a hospital-like scene (colours, objects) - meeting the doctor (names, polite greetings) - who sent the flowers - how she feels (tired, hot,
thirsty) - Father arrives = she is fine and hungry - ice cream.

» Reading tip: no spaces, so find the particles (I& ' %z IZ T & @ h'5 H) first. Watch for B8ABD /L /WL % in the title and IZ T ¥ in sentence 5 —
both can be mis-split.

Sentence-by-sentence breakdown

O noun O particle O verb (O adjective O counter (O other (T, I&\), greetings) Speaker tags (Doctor / Ayako / Father) are inferred from the alternation.

O L3VLLALDT. BABDIHAY RICRTLET,
Shiroi shinshitsu de, onna no ko ga beddo ni nete imasu. — In the white bedroom, a girl is lying in bed.
LAWVW|[LALD XS BAKDZ 3 Ny R IZ RT WEg
B\ white = bedroom at (place of action) LZDF girl subject marker bed in/on JET sleep, lie (T-form) is (polite)
I Structure [Place T] [Person #'] [Place (Z] [Verb T + W& ¥]
e T = where the action happens (the girl is resting in the bedroom); IZ = the exact spot she lies on (the bed). h%: a new character is introduced.
o BABDI = BAXK (female) + ® +  (child) — the partner of 5 ZDZ. LA LD = £ (sleep) + E (room). N K is a katakana loanword.

O LiLeH LWTICThoTWLWET,

Isha ga, isu ni suwatte imasu. — A doctor is sitting on a chair.

[L‘L%][ 'y ][w;‘][o( < ][ TboT ][L\i‘a“]

E# doctor ) | subject marker || #F chair n (where one sits) | | BT sit (T-form) is (polite)
I Structure [Person '] [Place IZ] [Verb T + W& ]
e FH3B (u-verb): 3 > oT,s0 §H>TLET = “is seated” (a state, like English “is sitting”). Another new person on stage - 7' again.

© LLPIFX—VYEEITLET,

Isha wa suutsu o kite imasu. — The doctor is wearing a suit.

[L\L&o][ [E3 ][x-—‘?][ % ][ EC ][L\‘a’:?‘]

E#& doctor )| topic marker suit object marker | | & wear (T-form) is (polite)

I Structure [Topic 1] [Object Z] [Verb T + WEF]
¢ |&: the doctor is now known, so he becomes the topic. &3 (%-verb, drop %) - FT. “Wearing” is a state in Japanese: T TWX 7 (not “is putting on”).

O HNIFBEVTVLBWFAIC. DPVWTWET,

Kare wa chiisai kuroi hon ni, kaite imasu. — He is writing in a small black book.

[z’»h][ E3 ][%L\‘éh\][(%lﬂ][bih][&:][ 20T ][L\i’ﬂ‘]

% he topic marker NELY small 2 black ) | & book ) | in/on || EWT write (T-form) is (polite)

I Structure [Topic I&] [Adj Adj Noun (Z] [Verb T + W& ¥]
¢ Two L)-adjectives stack before the noun: BLVE LY < 3L [FA = “a small black book”. IZ marks where the writing goes (in / on the book). Japanese usually drops
pronouns; H'11 is used here once.

O LAVNF—TINDSZICHEDDDASHICZ EZTVSVNEARDRVSIFABDD £,

Shiroi teeburu no ue ni midori no ringo ga niko to kiiroi hana ga ippon arimasu. — On the white table there are two green apples and one yellow flower.

(L2722 2) (22 %) () (BED )2 (B ) (e ] et e &) (B2 ) (B
[ H ][ VWolFA ][ﬁ)bi'ﬁ‘]

subject marker ) | —2 one (long thing) exists (things)

I Structure [Place @ 5 X IC] [Thing A* number] & [Thing A% number] %D %3

¢ Readingtrap: ICC & = ICZ + ¥ ("two pieces” + "and”), not IZ + C&. T (f8) counts small round things; IZA/IEA/NEA (&) counts long thin things such as flowers: L\
SIFA, IKIFA, TAIFEA.

¢ M S3ZIC="ontopof”. LD isacolour noun > #LDMDOA; EFELBL\is the Lr-adjective form > F L3 WE7 (both work for yellow). # D 7 = exists, for things
(living things use WX 7).

O vlLpliELWWELT,

Isha wa iimashita. — The doctor said. (opens each exchange — 12 times)

[L\L%][ £ J[ VWOE L7 J
E# doctor || topic marker FVE LT said (past

polite)

| Structure [Speaker &,/H'] WWE L7z, T words spoken J

e Pastpolite: £9 > £L7& (LWLWET > WWELT). 1 hold the exact words. Quotes then alternate between the two speakers without any new tag, so you must
keep track of who is talking.

e Variants: BABD I~ (girl, x4) - BE DV LD~ (the man, firsttime > HY) - BE DV LIE. LWL * IS~ (said to the doctor: I = recipient) - EE DV L&~ (x1).



Q cAIcBI, [ Doctor

Konnichiwa. — Hello.

[ CAIHIZ ]

4Bl hello / good
afternoon

| Structure Greeting (set phrase)
e Written C AIC5 I but said “konnichiwa”: the | is a leftover topic particle from the old phrase 5 HI&... Daytime greeting.

O CAILBIE. DIELOEWLPETATI D,

Konnichiwa. Watashi no oisha-san desu ka. — Hello. Are you my doctor?

BEV) (2 Baia gt )5 s

I Structure [Noun ® Noun] T3 A

e 7} atthe end turns a statement into a question (no “?" needed). H7=L® = “my". FELIL % T A is the polite way to say “doctor” when speaking to/about them; narration
uses L\L %.

O iz, bILOAEFZIFTTEETT, £58&L3L <, [ Doctor ]

Hai, watashi no namae wa Suzuki desu. Douzo yoroshiku. — Yes, my name is Suzuki. Pleased to meet you.

[bib\][bf:b][ D ][tﬁii][ &S ][T?‘%][T@“]

yes Fh 1, me of /'s £81 name topic marker || $8A Suzuki is (polite)
[ ) %][ ALK ]

please EL< kindly, well
I Structure [Topic I&] [Name] TY - &5% £3L<

e AZBTY ="AisB" ¥5F& 3L isthe set phrase for first meetings: “Pleased to meet you / please treat me well”. He gives only his family name, as is usual when
introducing yourself.

O HELOBFEXIFBLBRITT. ChEDELOIBETIH,
Watashi no namae wa Tanaka Ayako desu. Kore wa watashi no hana desu ka. — My name is Tanaka Ayako. Is this my flower?
[zb;:lb][ D ][7:;& x.][ 53 ][ LBhdHRT ][ "63‘]

of /'s || 4Bl name || topic marker | | EBF &% C Tanaka Ayako ) | is (polite)

BN ER R e

I Structure [Topic I&] [Name] T9 - [T I&] [Noun @ Noun] T9 hH

e Japanese names go family name first: 7272 (Tanaka) + #%*° C (Ayako). She does not add & A to her own name. T = "this (one near me)”, pointing at the flower.
e 3% = 7€ (flower) or £ (nose): context decides. Here it is the flower on the table.

@ 2. HBEEDOIEETT, [ Doctor

Hai, anata no hana desu. — Yes, it's your flower.

(BY)(BEE)(2,)(B%)( )

I Structure (ZL). [Noun ® Noun] TY
o HT= = "you". Textbooks use it a lot, but in real life people prefer the name + & A (as the doctor does in 13). The subject (“it") is dropped.

O HELIBETVADIREHLVTETY, Chid. bELOEIBIADSTIH,

Watashi wa kiiro no hana ga daisuki desu. Kore wa, watashi no okaasan kara desu ka. — | love yellow flowers. Is this from my mother?

ERrnEa e
CLEPEY (2 32254 25 (S0 (i

this topic marker 1 of /'s /I A mother from is (polite) question marker
I Structure [Topic I&] [Colour @ Noun A¥] 72W\Wg & TF - [Topic I&] [Person 1'5] TY H
o JZWTE (4r-adjective) takes B’ for the thing loved: ~h' 72V, not ~%. FWLBDIE7Z: colour noun + @ (compare F W3 W\ E7A in 5).
e H5 = "from"” (source or giver): XB*5TT = “it's from X".

© LLZ. BT TA. RBRHBEDELSTANSTT, [ Doctor ]
lie, Ayako-san. Hana wa anata no otousan kara desu. — No, Ayako. The flower is from your father.

[L\L\i][%%:][éh]

no Ayako Mr / Ms

[litﬁ][ X ][%Zﬁfz][o)][33855&][75"5]["6'3—]

1€ flower topic marker &% you of /'s BRI A father from is (polite)

I Structure LWWLWX. [Name TAl. [Topic I&] [Person h*5] TE
e T A goes on other people’s names, never your own. |7 1d: read “hana wa". The doctor answers the question by swapping $h'% A > LSS A.




Q@ BLSTAIBLSTARRETTT Y,
Otousan? Otousan wa doko desu ka. — Father? Where is my father?
BLo2A

BRI A father
[:Bz: 5 é/u][ 53 ][2:][ <9 ][ » ]

BRI A father topic marker where is (polite) question marker
I Structure [Topic ] £C TY »
o AlF X TTh = "Whereis A?" A word repeated with “? " is a surprised echo (“Father?!").

© BLSTAIBLARAED >TVWET, BRI TA. DHPNTLETH,

Otousan wa shinbun o katte imasu. Ayako-san, tsukarete imasu ka. — Your father is buying a newspaper. Ayako, are you tired?

[:Btﬁé/u][ & ][L/u.&i/u][ % ][ oT ][L\i‘é‘]

BRI A father topic marker || #7f newspaper ] | object marker || &> buy (T-form) is (polite)
[%%:][éh][ 2HhNT ][L\iﬁ"][ » ]

Ayako Mr / Ms N T get tired (T-form) is (polite) question marker
I Structure [Topic I£] [Object %] [Verb T + WX F] - [Name TA]. [Verb T+ WEJ]H

o M5 (BS,u-verb): 5 > 2T > H>TWET = "is buying” (not 15, "keep a pet”). 2HN 3 (Z-verb): DHBNTWE T = “is tired": tiredness is a state you are in, so

Japanese uses TLWX .
o HPTEA. ... =calling someone by name before speaking to them.

QO >rhTLEd,

Tsukarete imasu. — I'm tired.

[ 2PN T ][L\iﬁ‘]

BN T get tired (T-form) is (polite)

I Structure [Verb T + WX ]

e A one-word answer: the subject (I) is dropped, and she does not even need |&L\. Same verb as 15, so you can answer by repeating it.

Q <HLWBDBZVTTN,

Guai ga warui desu ka. — Are you feeling unwell? (Is your condition bad?)

[ SHV ][ 7b§ ][:bzw][ '63‘][ » ]
B4 condition subject marker ) bad is (polite) question marker

| Structure [Noun #'] [L\-adjective] TY H

o <HWLWHHB UL = literally “(your) condition is bad", the usual way to ask “are you unwell?”. " marks what the adjective describes. L\-adjective + T3 = polite.

O LLZ. VL ESIRTT,
lie, daijoubu desu. — No, I'm fine.
AAIRARNE S EN S
no A3EX all right (%:-adj) J | is (polite)
I Structure LWW\X. [#%-adjective] TY
e LW\ answers the question literally: “Is it bad?” — “No (it is not bad).” 72L& 5 & = fine, OK; it takes T directly (no LY).

Q© HonTITH.

Atsui desu ka. — Are you hot?

(5 2 )
20\ hot is (polite) question marker

I Structure [UL)-adjective] T H
e #HDWL\ has two kanji: U\ (hot weather / feeling hot) and L\ (hot to the touch: tea, a bath). Here she is asked if she feels hot.

D FV, BDOUVWTT, DEDDDVTWVET, BICEHLWVWTUVWETH,

Hai. Atsui desu. Nodo ga kawaite imasu. Nani o kaite imasu ka. — Yes. I'm hot. I'm thirsty. What are you writing?

[m\J [i)om][ T3 J

yes 20U hot is (polite)

[0)2‘][ A ][ PbVT ][L\i‘?‘]

M2 throat ) | subject marker | | 38L\T be dry (T-form) is (polite)

[m:][ % ][ POT ][L\ia“][ » ]
{a] what ] | object marker || Z\\T write (T-form) is (polite) question marker

| Structure [Body part '] [Verb T + W& J] - [%IC Z] [Verb T+ WE T H
o DEHHHWVWTWVWET = "I'm thirsty” (lit. “the throat is dry"). hH < > HH LT (< > LWT). Don't confuse with H1 L\ (cute).

¢ Question word: 7%:(C takes the place of the answer in the sentence: ~%Z DLW TWE I H = “What are you writing?”. She turns the tables and questions the doctor.



@ HBIEDOBEXEDVTVET., HPTTho ENHS [ Doctor
Anata no namae o kaite imasu, Ayako-san. Sorekara... — 1'm writing your name, Ayako. And then...

[th;f:][@][tcii][ % ][ S ][L\iﬁ"][%%:][éﬁ]

&7 you of /'s || 4&#i name ) | object marker || LT write (T-form) is (polite) Ayako Mr / Ms
ZhhrH
and then
I Structure [Object %] [Verb T + WEJ]. [Name TAl. ETNH5...

e The answer repeats the question’s verb. The name at the end is direct address, which is natural in speech. €f1h*'5 = “and then / after that”; the “..." means he trails
off, leaving the story open.

@ br-LOZCHIE. £TTTHS [ Father J

Watashi no kodomo wa, doko desu ka. — Where is my child?

(PE) 2 (58R) ) (5 ) e

I Structure [Noun ® Noun i&] £ TY H
e Same frame as 14. B7=LD T EH = "my child". A new speaker walks in: the & ZD VK is the father.

@ BIELS5TTVET, BL5TA, [ Doctor
Ohayou gozaimasu. Otousan. — Good morning, Father.
[:}sbic}: 5 :‘z’?b\i?]
good morning (polite)
BEIZA

BRI A father

I Structure Greeting. [Person]
o HldLS (casual) + TTWVWE T = polite “good morning”, used until about midday. No speaker is marked here: it is most likely the doctor greeting the arriving father
(calling the parent &5 TA).

@ HPTIEVL &S RTID, [ Father ]
Ayako wa daijoubu desu ka. — Is Ayako all right?
[bfpc][ F3 ][f:“m: X 55:][ T3 ][ » ]
Ayako topic marker | | K3E3K all right (%-adj) is (polite) question marker
I Structure [Topic |&] [%:-adjective] TS A
e The father says &% C without & A: parents drop it for their own child. Said to the doctor (see the IZ in the tag, 6).

@ V. ELL &5 KTY. [ Doctor ]
Hai, daijoubu desu. — Yes, she's fine.
B |5 T
yes A3t all right (%:-adj) | | is (polite)
I Structure &L\, [%-adjective] TT
e Short answer; the subject (“she”) is dropped. Compare 18: there L)LV X answered "is it bad?”; here &L answers “is she all right?”.

D BLSTAIDELIFEWVWL &SR TT, SHEMDTVTVET,

Otousan! Watashi wa daijoubu desu. Onaka ga suite imasu. — Father! I'm fine. I'm hungry.

BEHIZA
BRI A father
[:bf:l,][ F3 ][f:“m: X 55:][ '6‘3‘]
N topic marker || A3t all right (%:-adj) | | is (polite)

[ BLh ][ » ][ F0T ][mia‘]

&SR8 stomach J | subject marker ) | ZELNT be empty (T-form) is (polite)
I Structure [Topic I&] [%-adjective] TY - [Body part H'] [Verb T + WX ]
o BERDHB TWVWTWLET = “I'm hungry” (lit. “the stomach is empty”). Pairs with D Eh* HMWTWLE T (20): body part A + verb. < > TULWT (< - LWT).

@ & ofce TARIV—LHHDET &K E=

Yokatta. Aisu kuriimu ga arimasu yo. — Thank goodness. There's ice cream!

Kol
Bh o7z good / glad

[74’)‘(7')-—.&.][Su iy ][zbbia‘][y X ]

ice cream bject marker exists (things) ou know!

I Structure &h'o7, [Thing h'] HDFT &

o &b o7t = past tense of LIL): “that's good / what a relief”. The past tense expresses relief at news just learned. & = friendly “I'm telling you!". Ice cream is a thing, so
» D FJ (not LWE ). The story ends on a treat: she is better.

Repeats: the "X said” tag (6) recurs 12 times — WL % & x5, BABD I x4, L IDVED x1, BLIDVLIE. WL RIC x1, BLIDVLIF x1.



Vocabulary, particles and key grammar

Word Kanji Meaning Word Kaniji Meaning
TARAZ Y — L — ice cream noun - loanword LAXA #HE newspaper noun
Howv =10 hot (feeling / weather) L\-adj - ZiL\ = hot to touch A= — suit noun - loanword
bl & you pronoun 3 75 to become empty verb (u-verb) - EHEHHY <
HHFET — to exist, to be (things) verb (u-verb) - %% - living: Th3 FE3 to sit verb (u-verb) - 1> T
Ui P b5 — and then, after that conjunction
RS - no interjection UL x5 Ak allright, OK, fine %-adj
w5 i) to say verb - LWWE L7t = said - - —
g X KIF = love, like very much 7i-adj - ~h' 72\ &
WL % EH doctor noun - polite: ELVL» T A BeEn IEL small 1-ad]
wi &7 chair noun -
OPND BNh3 to get tired verb (%-verb) - DHNT
Wol¥A —& %\‘;gong. thin thing) counter - W2 [F A, ICIFA, & E— B table noun - loanword
5% T top, above, on noun - AD S X IC = on A 5z - please, go ahead adverb
BhHXA H/B I A mother noun rz — where question word
BroIXA BRI A father noun VAl ] what question word
BZouye BEnA  mannoun REZ B2Yn) name noun
Blh b stomach, belly noun - £7%h'h 3 < = get hungry zZ —f& two (small things) counter - W2, ICC, TAC
BRISITEVET — good morning (polite) greeting h3 B3 to sleep, to lie down verb (%-verb) - 13T
BALDZ ZDF  girlnoun - BAK + D + DY 153 throat noun
S 55 to buy verb (u-verb) - H*>T Z4% — yes interjection
i X4 B to write verb (u-verb) - HL\T 37 A flower noun - & = nose, same sound
»h ® he pronoun Lro BmE iliness, sickness noun - in the title
b B¢ to be dry, thirsty verb (u-verb) - ® ¥ Hihi < Ry K — bed noun - loanword
EIRTAR #@,y yellow L\-adj - also & U\3 (noun) 1ZA F:S book noun
%3 £3 to wear (clothes) verb (%-verb) - T AED #x green noun - ¥ D ® + noun
A0 2\ black \\-adj ot Bh o7 good!, whatarelief L\-adj (past of L)LY)
EHn =P condition, state noun - <% UL\H1 3 L) = unwell £ALK "HLL kindly, well 5% &% L < = pleased to meet you
Yy FH child noun hAZ Mg apple noun
h = this (thing) pronoun b=l Fh 1, me pronoun
ZACBIE 4HiE  hello, good afternoon greeting D0 Eu bad L)-ad]
XA — Mr / Ms suffix - never on your own name
LALD BE bedroom noun
Particles
Particle Job Example from the story
1% (wa) Topic: “as for..." BLIDvLlF. WLICWWE LT, — known person. Also in D7z LD FEZIFTT I T,
' (ga) Subject; new information BABDIHRY RIZRTWET, — new character. Also with 7ZW\WF E, b3 W, <, hb<.
# (o) Direct object WL »IER—YZZFTWEY, — what the action is done to.
I (ni) Place / goal / recipient Ny RIZRTWET (spot) - LWL ICWLWWE L7 (to whom).
T (de) Place of an action LAWLALDT, .faTWFT, — where it happens.
¥ (to) “and" between nouns ICCEEFWVWB WA — joins nouns. BARDZ LWL\ (title).
D (no) “of /[ 's"; links nouns DELOBER - T—TIDSX - HEDDOAC.
5 (kara) “from” (source) HBESITANBTY —it's from Father.
h (ka) Question marker HBEELOBEVL»TATTH, —added at the end.
X (yo) “you know!” (emphasis) TARI)—LHHD FT Ko

~TWX7: “is doing” / “is in the state of”

Verb T-formrule T-form Result

1% (B3) %-verb: drop % + T BT RTWET =is lying / sleeping
3 (B3) %-verb: drop % + T T FTLET =is wearing
o3 (Bhd) %-verb: drop % + T 2HhNT  D2HNTWVWET =is tired
IThH3 (ED) u-verb: 3 > o T THoT IH>TWLET =is sitting

> (BD) u-verb: 5 - oT h>T Ho>TWET =is buying

< (EL) u-verb: < > WT T MUVTWET = is writing
hh< (8<) u-verb: < > WT HMHVT DDV TLET =is thirsty
9< (%) u-verb: < > WT TWT FTUWTWET =is hungry

Handy patterns

e Questions: add . Question words stay in place: &IC% HDWTWETH,
~EEITIO

o Answers: |&L\ / L\ X answer the literal question (<& WA HZWTTH
— L\WX = “no, not bad").

e LV-adj before a noun: L 3L, 5L & LY, < 3L\ Colour nouns use D: & &
DD, ETVAD. H-adj: VWLC & SRTY, IEVWTETY.

o WET/HDFT: people (WL»HWTIC...) use WET; things (DA T
M. HDET)use HDFT.

e Body part b’ + verb: DEDHOWVWTWVWET, BHMHTVTWVET.

o Names: family name first; & A for others, never for yourself.



