JAPANESE READING - STUDY GUIDE Prepared for

CAHAWNMRIIELAWVWDE Gabriel

“The black cat and the white moon” — Story 6

LAVWDZEDLAEDIDZAAT, BHLWRIHLHBW
TWEY,

RIFFVWWBEDIEF LD ZICTH2TVWET, R
EHTDRDDIDN R A TVWET,

A (tsuki): the moon, and a black cat in silhouette (J#, neko).

RIFEIDZADENKDWVWAZHTWET, BIHIADNIELEEVAZDANIVET,

BDNHIARIEELICFALTVWET,
ZLT. LAWDOEZRLCBEVRIICFALTWVWET,

As written in the original: hiragana only, no spaces.

Translation

1. A black cat is walking in the park under the white moon.

2. The cat is sitting on the gray bridge. The cat is looking at the fish in the water.

3. The cat is looking at the house near the park. A mother is in the house with her child.
4. The mother is kissing the child. And then, the white moon is kissing the black cat.

The story at a glance

Patterns: R IFOODRADX%EHTWE T, (sentences 3-4) and OOIFAAITFRLTWET, (sentences 6-7). Only the slots
change.

Ideas: black and white (< A2\ 12 Z, L % \L\ D X); where things are (L 7z, 2 %, 7, 55 <); the cat watches the fish and the house, the
mother kisses her child, and in the end the moon kisses the cat.

Reading tip: no spaces, so find the particles (I& #° % I T & D) first; read ® chains from the right (29 A A « L7 « DX);watch Al
[FIEFVWWB =R + &+ [ EL W3, Particle (& = “wa”, %= =“0".



Sentence-by-sentence breakdown

Onoun  Qparttice (Jverb (J adjective (J other (£ L T)

Title <AWRIELBWVWDE
Kuroi neko to shiroi tsuki. — The black cat and the white moon.
(AW IR &I LAW||DE

20 U] BHw A
black cat and white moon

I Structure [Adj+ Noun] & [Adj + Noun]

* & =*“and”, joining two nouns, each with its own \\-adjective in front (< 2L + 12 Z, L A\ + D X). Atitle is a noun phrase, so there isno T9.

O L2 DOXDLAEDIIAAT. <BVRIVHEVWTVET,
Shiroi tsuki no shita no kben de, kuroi neko ga aruite imasu. — A black cat is walking in the park under the white moon.
LAV 2Z|[D||LE||DI||ID2AA T {HW [ bt HBEWT[|WVWET
T b

B A ANE B #HWT
white moon of /'s under of /'s park at (action) black cat subject marker walk (T-form) is (polite)

I Structure [Place: Adj + Noun @ Position ® Noun] , [Adj + Noun %'] [Verb T + W& §]

e LB2WVWDEXDLAEDI D X A:read the D chain from the right: £ 3 X A (park) —« L7z (under) —« D ¥ (moon) = “the park under the white moon”. L %\ (LY
-adjective) sits right before D X.

* T marks where an action happens (% % < is an action); %" introduces the cat for the first time, so %%, not &.

o 3L - HBWVWT (K - WT)+WFE T =“s walking”.

O RIIFFVWBDIEFLDIXICTh>TWET,

Neko wa haiiro no hashi no ue ni suwatte imasu. — The cat is sitting on the gray bridge.

Z (=3 EWWa || o ([l || D] 5% I || ThoT||WET
b /3] B i E->T
cat topic marker gray of /'s bridge of /'s top / above at (position) sit (C-form) is (polite)

I Structure [Topic (] [Colour noun @ Noun @ Position (Z] [Verb T + WE 7]

e I [ ]IEW3: three (d-looking sounds in a row. The first (d: is the topic particle (“wa”); I&\L 3 (K ) begins with “ha”.
® [ZLVW 3 is a colour noun, so it takes @ (&L W2 DI L), unlike the L -adjectives in L 2 WD X {£ L = & (bridge); the water in sentence 3 confirms it.
* §%endsin % butisau-verb: 5 - 27T,s0 §H> T+ WET ="is sitting” (compare 1% - 17T). I marks the position: “on top of”.

O LI EATORIDINRELTVET,

Neko wa mizu no naka no sakana o mite imasu. — The cat is looking at the fish in the water.

h & || AT || D || an]|| D || IHhi x HT ||WET
K S A RT

b
cat topic marker water of /'s inside of /'s fish object marker look (C-form) is (polite)

I Structure [Topic (&] [Noun @ Position @ Noun %] [Verb T + W& 7]

o HTDRMDI MR = “the fish in the water” (water @ inside @ fish). Read the ® chain from the right again.
® % marks what the cat is looking at. % (%-verb): drop % - #7T + \\X 9 = “is looking at”.
® (d: the cat is already known (sentence 1), so it is the topic.



O LI IADENKDVIEARATVET,
Neko wa koen no chikaku no ie o mite imasu. — The cat is looking at the house near the park.
h =3 IDZAA|| D[ BN || D ||WA % HT |[|WET

b N i< EX RT
cat topic marker park of /'s near of/’s house object marker look (T-form) is (polite)

I Structure [Topic (] [Noun @ Position @ Noun %] [Verb T + WZ 9]

* Same frame as sentence 3: only the slots change (# 3 DD I N  TIZADENDWR).
e HH< (GAE<) ="nearby”: T5 ZADEHNL DWZ ="the house near the park”, the park from sentence 1.

O 1 BIANTELEVIDRMIVET,
Okaasan ga kodomo to ie no naka ni imasu. — A mother is in the house with her child.
BEHIA h ZED & WA || D || 7D || 1€ [|WET

BEIA FEL P $
mother subject marker child and / with house of /'s inside at (place) is (exists)

I Structure [Person %] [Noun &] [Noun @ Position (2] WE

* 7% anew person appears (first mention), so A%, just like the cat in sentence 1.
e & =*“and/with”: mother and child are in the house together. \\ &  is for living things (objects use &% Y £ 7).
* BOHIA =3 (polite) + 1 d X A, with a long “aa”.

O 51HIARIEBITFRALTVET,
Okaasan wa kodomo ni kisu shite imasu. — The mother is kissing the child.
BrHIA =S ZEB|| I ||FR|| LT ||VWET

BEIA FEL
mother topic marker child to (target) kiss do (C-form) is (polite)

I Structure [Topic (] [Person (] [Noun+ LT + W& 9]

* ¥+ 935 ="tokiss” anoun+ ¥ % makes averb. 3% isirregular: ¥% - LT+ X7 = s kissing”.
* |[Z marks who receives the action (“kiss TO the child”), a different job from I for position in sentence 2.
® ¥ 2 isin katakana because it is a loanword from English “kiss”. |&: the mother is now known.

@ zLT. LAVWDOEEFCABVRIICFALTVWET,

Soshite, shiroi tsuki wa kuroi neko ni kisu shite imasu. — And then, the white moon is kissing the black cat.

ZLT|| LAV DX (=3 AW RZ|] I ||FR]|] LT ||WET
B\ B 20 bl
and then white moon topic marker black cat to (target) kiss do (C-form) is (polite)

I Structure & L T. [Topic i&] [Adj + Noun (] [Noun + LT + WE ]

* Same frame as sentence 6: mother — child becomes moon - cat. The moon from sentence 1 is now the topic (I&) and acts like a person.
® L T links to sentence 6. The moon “kisses” the cat with its light, and the black-and-white pair of the title meets.

Patterns and repeats

* Sentences 3 and 4 share one frame: 12 Z {& [Noun @ Position ® Noun] % #TWE Y,
® Sentences 6 and 7 share another: [Topic (&] [Noun IZ] # R L TWE T,
* 7'introduces, I continues: A* in sentences 1 and 5 (the cat, the mother); & afterwards for what is already known (2—4, 6-7).

®* The @ chains (LAZWVWDOEDLEZDI D ZA, FTDRHADINE, TIZADEHN L DWAR) all read from the right: the last noun is the thing, the rest say
where.



Vocabulary, particles and key grammar

Word Kanji Meaning Word Kanji Meaning
i to walk (verb (u-verb)) - T-form: % %\ T. _ to do (verb (irregular)) - T-form: LT. ¥ X L
waTw = is walking. TWw = is kissing.
H3< &< BBNTWET 9 35 &Y 9
W Z EX house, home (noun) IThH5 E3 to sit (verb (u-verb)) - T-form: ¥4 > T.
o to be, to exist (living things) (verb (polite)) . and, and then (conjunction) - Links
\
WX j_ - With T-form: ~TWZ 9 =is doing. LT sentences.
A £ top, above, on (noun) - M > Z I = on top of. B ML ik < near, vicinity (noun) - @5 H < @ = near.
Q S mother (noun) - & (polite) + H& X A; lon
EHNHI A BPEIA ey ( ) (polite) 9 DX A moon (noun)
N Lo CDRME = ins
*2 _ kiss (noun) - From English; ¥ 29 % =to 3 i inside, in (noun) - D74 inside.
kiss. nhna VT cat (noun)
<30 AL 2 S0l FIRRYA R gray (noun) - A noun: (&L LB D + noun (no
ZIZA rE park (noun) - Long “6": koen. ).
. . bridge (noun) - Same sound as &
ZED FEE child (noun) - Also F. = B oy
ICWANVAN fa fish (noun) 5’}3’ 7K water (noun)
L7 T below, under (noun) - @ L7=® = under. to see, to look at (verb (%-verb)) - T-form:
% 23 to s¢
LAWw =10 white (L -adj)
Particles
Particle Job Example from the story
& (wa) Topic: “as for...” RIBFHTORIDINMe%EHTWET, — Known information: the cat was introduced in sentence 1.
A Subject. new information BIHIANIELEVZDBRMIVWET, — Introduces someone for the first time (also < 2L R I A% in
(@3 Hbject, sentence 1).
% (0) Direct object RIFIIAADENKDWVWZIEHTWEY., — Marks what the action is done to.
A (ni) Place of existence / position RIFIFEVVWBDIFLDD ZICTHho>TVWET, — With WEJ and I 4 > TUWE 9: where something is.
b (ni) Target of an action BPHIARRIEBICTFRALTWEY, — Who receives the action: “kiss TO the child”.
T (de) Place of action LB2WDZEDLAEDIIAAT, KBVWRIHVFHZVWTWET, — With action verbs: where it happens.
& (to) “and | with” between nouns <BWRI &L BWDE —Joins nouns, not sentences (title; also Z &% & in sentence 5).
@D (no) “of I ’s” HT DIRHD I AR — Links two nouns; chains read from the right.

~TWZE T “is doing” / “is in the state of”

Verb T-form rule Result

H5< (HX) &= (%6 HBWVWTWE T =is walking
Th3 (ED) %5 2T Tho>TWET =is sitting
#% (R3) drop % + T #TWFT =is looking
e irregular - LT FRLTWET =is kissing

Same T-form rules as Story 2: < - BWT, £2 - 2T, 0% - RT.

Position words and adjectives

Position Meaning Example

2z (L) on top of FLDD AU

L7 (F) under 2XDLE

2 () inside HT DR, W DI
M < (GEX) near ZIZADBEDLL

[Noun] @ [position] IZ | T. L -adjectives (L 5\, < %) go straight before
a noun; the colour noun (WL L% needs D: [ EFWLWWADIE L.



