b: bi fu ) bi 7’: Gabriel
HicLZlE/zZ2zHo>TWVWET,
ix7ciE. LAWTTY,

BMNMEHDWR—=ILHH D T,

CUE. ISIFADIETZTY,

iE (hata): a flag. This one is the Japanese flag, a

: *‘L Lj:\ b 7’: L/ 0) ‘i 7’: —C\'\ -3_0 red disc on white, called B, (Hinomaru).

As written in the original. Blue = highlighted there: |&7z (flag).

Translation

I am holding a flag.

. The flag is white.

Inside, there is a red ball.
. This is Japan's flag.

. This is my flag.

ar N2

The story at a glance

e Pattern: C1d. OODIE7=TdF, Only the owner slot changes: IZIZA (Japan) - P7=L (me).

Ideas: holding something; describing it (white, with a red ball inside: the red circle of the photo); then naming it:
Japan's flag, and my flag.

« Reading tip: no spaces, so find the particles (I& % IZ H' @) first; the verb or T is last. Particle |& = “wa", & = "0”",
but the | inside |&7z stays “ha”.

Four sentence frames, five sentences

Frame Example Sentence
[Topic i3] [Object Z] [Verb T+ W& 7] HicliF ez HoTVWEY 1
[Topic I&] [W-adj] TF IF7iE LAWTY 2
[Place IC] [Thing D] D £ 7 BN BHDWVWR—ILD BDET 3

[AI3][B @ Noun] TF SN ICIBAD BT /D Lo 1ETY 4,5



Sentence-by-sentence breakdown

O noun / pronoun particle (O verb (O adjective (O other (T9)

O H-LiZIdrz2dH->TVET,

Watashi wa hata o motte imasu. — | am holding a flag.
Dzl (& &7 = HoT ||VWEXT
i )33 FoT
I, me topic marker flag object marker hold (T-form) is (polite)

I Structure [Topic I&] [Object Z] [Verb T+ WX 7]

e H7=L (%) = "I". The story starts with the speaker, so |& marks #>7- L as the topic: “as for me...".
e % marks what is being held: {Z7z. The verb comes last.

e HD > HHoT + LVET = "is holding” (it can also mean "has"). The rule: D > > T.

e Chunkit: 7z LId [ 1d7c%Z [ ©>TWET. Particles close each chunk.

© F7lE. LAVWTT,

Hata wa, shiroi desu. — The flag is white.

(El:ﬁﬁf.: I L EZ? A TY

ﬂaé topic marker white is (polite ending)

| Structure [Topic I&] [L)-adjective] T

e The flag was already mentioned in sentence 1, so it is now the known topic: I, not A*.
e Two & side by side: & (the first syllable of /&, read “ha”) and the topic particle (& (read “wa"): “hata wa".
e LAWL (ALY is an L \-adjective. Adjective + TY = polite “is white”. The comma . is just a pause after the topic.

© LHhicHHIVWR—ILHEHD £,

Naka ni akai béru ga arimasu. — Inside (it), there is a red ball.
tmh‘ I 35%7’3‘\,\ w=IL ya) HODFET
FRO
inside in / at (place) red ball subject marker there is (things)

Structure [Place IZ] [Adjective + Noun '] D &7

o ZHMC = “inside”. What it is inside (the flag) is obvious, so it is left out.

o BHHL (FRLY) goes straight before the noun: &h L \R—JL = “a red ball”.

e H¥introduces something new: the red ball appears for the first time.

o HDFET = "thereis” for things; L\F ¢ is for living beings. 7R—)JL is a thing, so #D 7.

o 7R—)L is written in katakana because it is a loanword (English “ball"). The bar — lengthens the vowel: boru.



Sentence-by-sentence breakdown (continued)

O _niF. IZIFADIEZI=TT,

Kore wa, Nihon no hata desu. — This is Japan's flag.

ut ) &/u D Latﬁf: TY
i
this topic marker Japan of ['s flag is (polite ending)

Structure [Topic &] [Noun @ Noun] T3

e Ch = "this", the thing close to the speaker. Here it is the flag in 17 L's hand.
o ICIFADIET= = "Japan’s flag” (D = “'s"). It is also the title of the story. IZIZA can also be read IC2IFA.
e AIEZBTY ="AisB" Zh = ICIFADIFT.

O _nix. br=LDIEI=TT,

Kore wa, watashi no hata desu. — This is my flag.

ch 19 T.. L lat = T9
this topic marker of ['s flag is (polite ending)

Structure [Topic IX] [Noun @ Noun] T3

¢ Same frame as sentence 4: only the owner changes. H©7=L + @ = "my".
e Compare 7z LI ("I" as topic, sentence 1) and H 7= L ® (“my"). One small particle changes the job of the word.
e The story closes on 17z L Did7z: the flag of Japan is also the flag in the speaker’s hand.

Repeats: sentence 5 repeats the frame of sentence 4 (ZHd. OODIF7T=TT,); sentence 2 picks up the I&7z of sentence 1; the
title ICIZA DIE 7z is the phrase from sentence 4.

Grammar spotlights

WEJFordHbEde? Ih-Zh-dh-h
RE3r3 people, animals (living) R ZHULET, this (near me)
There is a cat. zh that (near you)
H»HFF things (not living) R=ILHHDE, Bn that over there
There is a ball.
rh which one?
The story uses % D £ because a ball is a thing. Dictionary
forms: W3, % 3. The flag is in the speaker’s hand, so the story says C 1.
¥ or H¥? @ joins two nouns
Hi=-LIx topic: "as for me" IciFADIET= Japan'’s flag
%713 already known (sentence 1) HrzLoid7: my flag
HHVWER=ILH new information, first mention Pattern: [owner] @ [thing]. The owner comes first, the thing

Rule of thumb: first mention - A'; afterwards - (. (i (et e LIRs = 1 (epplelf (ois Lo = iy



Vocabulary, particles and key grammar

Word Kanji Meaning

HH L FrUY  red (LV-adj)

Hhxd — there is, to exist (things) (verb, polite) -
W3 / W& T is for living things.

WEd — to be (living things) (verb, polite) - also
the helper in ~TWET.

ch — this (near me) (pronoun) - £, &h, &
n.

LAW HU)  white (L)-adj)

T3 = is / am / are (polite) (copula) - Ends polite
statements: A (& B TY.

Particles

Particle Job

‘i (wa)
D (ea)

z (o)

Topic: “as for..."”

Subject, new information
Direct object

Iz (i) Place of existence

Mof l 's"

D (no)

~TW%9: “isdoing” / “is in the state of”

Verb (e Result
rule
HD (D) D= 5T HoTWET =is
holding
h< (&) story <—->WT HMPVWTWET =is
2 writing
7% (B3)story drop 3+ RATWET =issleeping
2 S

Only B2 is in this story; the other two are reviewed from
Story 2.

Example from the story

372 HoTVETD,

Word Kanji Meaning

Th b inside, middle (noun) - %7/ = inside.

ICIFA HBZA Japan (noun) - also read 22 (FA.

\&7= HE flag (noun) - the blue word of the story.

,-J-‘._}L — ball (noun, loanword) - katakana; from English
“pall”.

HD %> tohold, to carry, to have (verb, u-verb) -
T-form: 52T; HoTWVWE T = is holding.

br-L Fh I, me (pronoun) - H7=L® = my.

HizLiFd7=%2 H > TWVWE I, — Known information. Also: (£7-(Z. LAWTE. ZHli..

BN HDWER—=ILD H D £9, — Introduces something for the first time.

— Marks what the action is done to.

BMNMS HD FT. — With & ¢) F9/U0F 9 where something is.

IZIEFAD &7z - HT=L D 1&7= — Links two nouns: owner ¢ thing.

Katakana and adjectives
R 7 (ho) + two dots© = bo
—_ long-vowel bar: 7R — = bd
L ru = 7"—JL = boru (ball)

Katakana is for foreign words, names and emphasis;
hiragana for native words.

Ly-adjectives ('), L A L)) go straight before a noun
(HHWHR—JL) or take T9 attheend (LALTTY).



