JAPANESE READING - STUDY GUIDE
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"Winter flower” — Story 8
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As written in the original. Blue = highlighted there: K & (snow), &t (shop).

Translation
1. On a cold winter day, | am walking in the park. 9. This morning, the park is cold.
2. The sky is gray, and there is snow on the grass. 10. But the children are playing.
3. | am walking to my grandmother’s house. 1. A man is running with a dog.
4. When | go to grandmother’s house, since grandmother likes purple, | 12. There is white snow on the tree.
buy purple flowers. 13. Inside the snow under the big tree, there is a small flower.
5. And then, | also buy a newspaper for her. 14. “A purple flower! Spring is near!”
6. Grandmother loves reading the newspaper with me. 15. | am running to my grandmother’s house.
7. Buttoday | do not have any flowers. 16. Spring and a purple flower were in my hand.
8. Because it is winter, there were no flowers at the shops.

The story at a glance

« Plot: on a cold winter day the narrator walks to grandmother's house. There are no flowers in the shops, but under a big tree, in the snow, a small
purple flower appears: spring is near! The narrator runs to grandmother with it.

o ldeas: winter - spring; © 5 & F (purple), grandmother’s favourite colour; the story answers itself: no flowers in hand (7) < a flower in my hand
(16).

e« Grammarseen: A& B TY; HDET /WVWET; T+ WET (is doing); the negative (WEHA, HD FHA)andthe past (BD EL Tz, B FEATL
72); €& and H'5 clauses.

« Reading tip: there are no spaces, so find the particles (& ' % IZ T & ® b) first. Tricky spots: FDS5 X = F/D/5 X (not TDS); WhkiElL >
T = LB/ /IFL 2T, HRICIEED = HE/IZ/1E7%/DY; £S5 IKIELWLS has two (.



Sentence-by-sentence breakdown

D noun D particle Dverb C] adjective C] other (T9, #L T, TH, T)

O TTVIPDD. BLIFCSZAZHBZVWTWLWET,

Samui fuyu no hi, watashi wa kéen o aruite imasu. — On a cold winter day, | am walking in the park.

EREACBAER [ | RN

I Structure [Time phrase], [Topic ] [Place %] [Verb T + W& J]

e TLLY (L)-adjective) comes before the noun: TL LY + 3D TV = “a cold winter day”. @ links 3k and T
e % here marks the place you move through (walk through the park). %< > 2 WT (< > WT) + WEF = "is walking".

O T5IFVVAT. <TDSXICIF. BEIHBDET,

Sora wa haiiro de, kusa no ue ni wa, yuki ga arimasu. — The sKy is gray, and there is snow on the grass.
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I Structure [Topic ] [Colour noun] T. [Place (Z (] [Thing '] %D £9

e Two ldinarow: €5 /& / &L L5 — particle (“wa"), then the start of (XL LV (“ha”). T = “is ... and".
e |ZI& = IZ (place) + I& (contrast). & D % F is for things (snow); L& § is for living things.

O HELIFZIFOWVWZRICHBZWVWTULET,

Watashi wa sobo no ie ni aruite imasu. — | am walking to my grandmother’s house.

lbf:b]l i ][ 213 ][ D ][ nx ][ $30T ][L\é‘i?‘]
Fhl topic || 48& my grandmother || of /s || & house to %L\ T walk (T-form) is

I Structure [Topic ] [Person @ Place] [IZ = destination] [Verb T + W& ¥]
e Z|F = my own grandmother (for someone else’s you say &1dd & A). IZ now marks the destination (“to”), unlike 5 X A% (the route) in sentence 1.

O ZIFDOWVWRICWK EE, ZIFRTSTTHISITINS. bILIBLSTZTDRBENIVET,

Sobo no ie ni iku toki, sobo wa murasaki ga suki desu kara, watashi wa murasaki no hana o kaimasu. — When | go to grandmother’s house, since
grandmother likes purple, | buy purple flowers.

][ ) }[ nx ] I [ w< ][ ] ][ ZiF ][ F: ][L‘Bé%][ h ][ g ]['C?‘][ 5 ]
FERS grandmother of /'s || & house to 17< go (plain form) B when || #8#& grandmother || topic %5 purple thing liked | | #7% like is because

s
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Structure [Clause + £ & “when”], [Reason + TIH 5 “since”], [Topic (&] [Object %] [Verb 7]

Verb (plain form) + £ & = “when (1) ...": L < + & = “when | go". ~TFh'5 = "because / since”; the reason comes before the result.
9 &: [who I&] [thing '] §F = "who I|kes thing”. £ 5 & & is a noun, so it needs @ before |&7%: (L\-adjectives don't). BMWET = BES (buy), not E< (write).

O ZLT. BELIFDDL LICLARADDWVET,

Soshite, watashi wa kanojo ni shinbun mo kaimasu. — And then, | also buy a newspaper for her.

PRy (e (R
and then Fh 1 topic || %%z she, her || to/for || #fd newspaper || also 5LV EJ buy (polite)

I Structure £ L T. [Topic (&] [Person 2] [Thing H] [Verb £71]
o DDLU & = "she" the grandmother. IZ marks who you do it for. % = "also / too” and replaces %: flowers, and the newspaper too.

O ZIFIFOELELLARAZLLDLTEVWT I T,

Sobo wa watashi to shinbun o yomu no ga daisuki desu. — Grandmother loves reading the newspaper with me.

[ 2 ][w_][hr:u][ LASRA ][% ][ &t ][ ) ][ e ][ EWYE ][T‘_‘?’]
#8#} grandmother || topic FA me with | | 1R newspaper || object || 55& read (plain form) || = noun || thing liked | | A7 love, like a lot is

I Structure [Topic ] [with whom &] [Object %] [Verb plain + @] A 2L\ g E TG

* ¥ means "with"” here (H7=L &...& L = read with me), not "and": the verb tells you. && + @ turns a verb into a noun: “reading”.
o FEWTE = 720 (very) + 9 F; the thing loved (“reading”) takes %, as in sentence 4.

@ TH. BDELIET£S5RBBELOTVLEEA,

Demo, watashi wa kyé hana o motte imasen. — But today | do not have any flowers (1 am not holding any).

(2 () ) 22 ) ot 22
but F| topic —,Eltoday 7E flower )| object | | 5T hold (T-form) || is not (polite)

Structure T¥H. [Topic ] [Time] [Object Z] [Verb T + WEHA]
e Read T &5 /3% [ % (today, flowers, object), not T & 51k + &%. TH = "but” opens the sentence. Negative: H 2 TWVWET > HoTWWERA (LWET > LWEHA).

O 3WDTINS., FEICKRELBHD FEATL

Fuyu desu kara, mise ni hana ga arimasen deshita. — Because it is winter, there were no flowers at the shops.

[ X" ][-c-;a“][ o ][ aﬁ][ I ][ 3% ][ H ][m ;ﬁm‘u:]
£ winter is because & shop at/in 1€ flower subject there was not
I Structure [Reason TEHh 5], [Place IC] [Thing Bl D £FEATLT:

e Read &t /IC /&% [ H* — there is only one (%, and it belongs to &7 (Not A ZId.) D FBATLT: = past negative of D ET: HDET > HOFEA > HOF
#ATLE.




Sentence-by-sentence breakdown (ontinued)

D noun D particle Dverb C] adjective C] other (T9, #L T, TH, T)

O Fs50HBI. CH5RAIFTTLWVTT,

Kyo no asa, koen wa samui desu. — This morning, the park is cold.

[a;s][m][ HE ] v._'DX./u z; ;rm\
4H today || of /'s || #8 morning & park IOPIC %L\ cold is

I Structure [Time @ Time], [Topic |&] [L\-adjectlve] T
o FE&S5MHT = "today’s morning” = this morning. A |& B TY: L LY (L)-adjective) + T = polite “is cold”.

O TH, CrHEBIFHEATLET,

Demo, kodomotachi wa asonde imasu. — But the children are playing.

(z2](528) (58] (& ). BEAS... [V EY)

I Structure T¥H. [Topic I&] [Verb T + WET]
e 7J=5 makes a group of people plural: 2% > CEHE. HER > HEAT (X > AT). Cold, but they play: TH sets up the contrast.

@ BrooveiFVhEIELo>TULET,

Otoko no hito wa inu to hashitte imasu. — A man is running with a dog.

;rsz::a)m: ﬂ wa .[ iFLoT J[L\i’g"}
BEDA man topic || R dog || with || 57T run (T-form) is

I Structure [Topic I&] [Companion &] [Verb T + WE¥]

e Read W/ EZ [IZL 2T, not LA IE + Lo T. & = "with". I&L 3 (%-ending u-verb) - &L 2T (% > 27): unlike 183, the % is not just dropped. HX DV & =
L + D+ VL (male person).

@ ZDSRICLBVYENHDET,

Ki no ue ni shiroi yuki ga arimasu. — There is white snow on the tree.

(532 22, (o) (&30 ) (22, ) o8 ) (2237 )

I Structure [Noun @ 5 X IC] [Adjective + Noun '] D &9
e Read F /D /5Z (onthetree), not TMS ("yesterday”). L 3L\ sits before the noun ¥ &F. Compare with sentence 2: < ID 5 XIC.

® HHFTVIOLEDOPIDENMIBEVNSVRELHD X7,

Ookii ki no shita no yuki no naka ni chiisai hana ga arimasu. — Inside the snow under the big tree, there is a small flower.

[ma-:m][ & J[ ) ][ L ][ ) ][ pE ][ ) ][ Lh ][ I ][BL\EL\][ 3% J[ B ][zboi?]
AZFL) big K tree J|l of /'s || F under || of /'s || & snow || of /'s || & inside || at/in || /nE L) small || 7€ flower || subject there is

| structure (BEFVA D FO B O P (BLSVEI B BDFT
¢ A chain of @, read from the end: "the flower is in (%7") the snow (k¥ &) under (L 7) the big tree (F)". 5 X / L7z / 725" are place words that follow @, then (.

Q TLCH5TTDRE!IFBIEEHIVTT !

“Murasaki no hana! Haru wa chikai desu!” — "A purple rower! Spring is near!”

[IJB:?%][ ) ][ 3% ][ 33 ][57’3‘\:\]['5_"3']
%8 purple of /'s || 7€ flower || & spring ]| topic || 3L\ near is

I Structure [Noun @ Noun] ! [Topic I&] [LV-adjective] TY !
e T are Japanese quotation marks: the narrator says this aloud. 5H'\Y (L)-adjective) = near (here: near in time). The flower is the sign that spring is coming.

© HELIFZIEOWVRICIFL>TWVET,

Watashi wa sobo no ie ni hashitte imasu. — | am running to my grandmother’s house.

[hfcl,][ F3 ][ ZIE ][ 1) ][ L\i] I [ IZLoT ][uaw]
o topic || 48A my grandmother || of /'s || 5 house to E->T run (T-form) is

I Structure [Topic I&] [Person @ Place] [IC = destination] [Verb T + W& T]
e Same frame as sentence 3, but %% L\ T (walking) became (&L 27T (running): the narrator is excited to show the flower. Read (CIEL>T = IC /&L > T.

O FBLTHTZTDREBHADILOTOERMIBD X LT

Haru to murasaki no hana ga watashi no te no naka ni arimashita. — Spring and a purple flower were in my hand.

[ 133 ] t:b:sa [@][ 3% }[ N }[bf:b}[@][ T ][a)][::m\][ t;][miuf:]
# spring || and 4 purple of /'s || 1E flower || subject il of /'s || & hand || of /'s || & inside || at/in there was

I Structure [Noun ¥ Noun #'] [Place IZ] D £ L7

e ¥ ="and"joins &3 and TS5 T T DIF7%. D F L7z = past of D £7". Answer to sentence 7: the narrator had no flowers in hand — now spring itself is in hand. T
D7EH = "in my hand”.




Vocabulary, particles and key grammar

HS
HEN

HOET

H3<

Wz

w<

Lsh
WEy

Particles
Particle

(& (wa)

h (ga)

& (o)
()] (no)

H (mo)
DS (kara)
T (de)

L] morning (noun)

BER to play (u-verb) - .33 > AT:
HEAT

— to exist, there is (things)
(verb, polite) - D £ A /

HhFEL

#< to walk (u-verb) - < = WT:
$H3W\WT

EX house, home (noun)

7< to go (u-verb) - W< & &F =
when | go

R dog (noun)

— to be, to exist (living things)
(verb, polite)

+ top, above, on (noun) - ~®
DRI

AEFL big, large (L)-ad))

BoOA man (noun) - BE + D +
[

B>  tobuy (u-verb) - # =<
(write)

%2z she, her (noun) - also
"girlfriend”

Job

Topic: “as for..."

Subject / new information; thing liked

Obiject; route you move through

Place of existence; destination;
recipient

“and"” between nouns; “with”

“of [ 's"; chains; turns a verb into a
noun

"also, too"
“because, since”

“is ... and" (T-form of TY)

Verb forms: TW3 / E¥A/FL

Verb T-form rule Result

H3< (<) <> 0T HBVWTWEF =iswalking
HE 3 (GER) A > AT HETATWET =isplaying
1L 3 (E3) % ->27C IEFL>TWE T =isrunning
HD (D) 2> 27T Ho>TWEEA =isnot holding

b5

[ A v v
Gk %
Ji

1
[T
dt

Tov
L1
Laun
LAZRA
vE

ZLT
ZiF
5
Wy E
5LV
B5h0
<

Eizts
%z
KIFE
INEW
Pl

ES

because, since (particle) -
~TIhH5

tree (noun)

today (noun / time)
grass (noun)

park (noun)

child (noun) - C¥Hich =
children

cold (weather) (L)-adj)
under, below (noun)
white (L)-adj)
newspaper (noun)

to like; liked (7:-adj) - 72\
9 E =love

and, and then (conjunction)
my grandmother (noun)
sky (noun)

love, like very much

small, little (L)-adj)

near, close (L\-adj)

hand (noun)

Examples from the story

DIeLIBCSZAAZHBZVTUVET,

WENBD X,

BB ZEhWVWET,

CH5TENTETY,

COZRAZHBVT

AHEICZBHBD FHA. ZTIEOWVZIS, DDLU &

[

IF2ETHETEDIFH. LVAREIFLOTULET,

ZIEDW R,

TOLIDOWEDED, LTDH

HDL KICLARADBDWVWET,

APTINE,

Z51FFVNAT, -

Polite formsof ®BD £9: HD X9 (is) > HDO EHA (isnot) > HDO L=
(was) > D FHATL (was not).

<7 — is /am [ are (polite)

TbH — but (conjunction) - starts a
sentence

b1 B when, time (noun) - verb
plain + & &

Bh 2] inside, in (noun) - ~M7EH
[

=4 A1AY) k&2 gray (noun)

(74 %) #%  torun (u-verb)- % > oT:
IFL-oT

1% 1t flower (noun)

13 & spring (noun)

(63 =] day (noun)

RN ) £ winter (noun)

A 155 shop, store (noun)

LToHeE % purple (noun) - L5 T FD +
noun

HD B2 to hold, to have (u-verb) -
S2TWET

pE S snow (noun)

35 %O toread (u-verb) - KT + D
= reading

HizL #h 1, me (noun)

Note

Also contrast: < D3 ZICIE. BEHLHD FT,

Introduces something new; marks what is liked
(5.

Marks what the action is done to.

Where something is, where you go, who you do it
for.

The verb tells you which meaning.

Owner @ thing; also KT + ® = “reading”.

Replaces & / h¥ [ %.
Reason first, result after.

Links two descriptions.

Adjectives, place words, clauses

Li-adjectives (ST W), LAV, EH TV, LIS, 5H)) go straight
before a noun: L 2L\ EF; before TT they stay the same: TTLWVTT.

Nouns as colours (5 & &, [&L\W\3) need @ before anoun: TS5 T ED

(&% to link: [ELVWAT.

Place words: [Noun] ® 5 X / L7=/7%H* IC = on / under / inside [Noun].
Clauses: L\< & & = "when | go” (plain verb + £ &); 3P TITH S =

"because it is winter".

HHEF vs WET: things > %D £7; people and animals > LWETF.



