JAPANESE READING - STUDY GUIDE
DEELDOXRY B " Gabriel
"My bed" — Story 9
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~Nw F: a big white bed with white sheet, pillow and blanket.

DIELIERY RIZTHDET, Ny FTRET, XY FDSZATIRET, XY FDSXT
HAIZDHETo NYFDIZATIFAZLAET, NYFDSIZTRAZTELSLEFT, £L
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DIZLIERY RFICTATWETD,

As written in the original. Blue = highlighted there: & & H\.

Translation

1. This is my apartment in Osaka, Japan. In the apartment, there is neither a chair nor a table. But there is a big white bed. On the
bed there are a white sheet, a white pillow and a white blanket.

2. | sit on the bed. | sleep in the bed. | eat on the bed. | drink water on the bed. | read books on the bed. | study on the bed. And |
play with a dog on the bed.

3. | live on the bed.

The story at a glance

o Pattern: X RD> X T OO% AAE T, Only the slots change (what you do, what you do it to).

o Ideas: first what the room does not have (% D &t A: no chair, no table), then what it does have (% D % 9: a big white bed, all
white); then seven things done on the bed; the punchline: "I live on the bed".

o Two “exist” verbs: %% [ %D £ is for things (bed, chair, table). In story 2 you met L\% / LWE T for living beings. The
negative of ®D £ is HO FHA.

¢ Place particles: | = where something is (%%, 3¢, 94 %) - T = where an action happens (183, 7eR%, DT, £T...).
¢ Reading tip: no spaces, so find the particles (I 7' Z IZ T & D ¥) first; the verb or T is last. |F = "wa", & = “0".



Sentence-by-sentence breakdown

O noun ([ particle (J verb [J adjective (J other (T9, TH, £LT)

Q@ _NITIBADEBINCHZDI-LDT/IN— LTI,

Kore wa Nihon no Osaka ni aru watashi no apato desu. — This is my apartment in Osaka, Japan.

[:h][ 1% ][c:li/u] D 3‘5337’3\][ I ][ 53 ][bf:b][@][?/\"—h][ 'C“?']
this topic marker B KBR at (place) (=R EN 's apartment is (polite)

of
Japan Osaka exists (plain) 1/ me

| structure [ iZ][[Place 2] 3] (7LD 78— K] T

o ZHUTATY ="Thisis A". TH points to something near the speaker. ICIFADEE I H = "Osaka of Japan” (M links the two nouns).
o BEEIWMCHD + BIELDTIN—F: $3 is the plain form of % D 7. Placed right before a noun, it describes it: “the apartment that is in
Osaka”. I + $ % = exists at a place (things, not living beings).

© 7NR—brDHEMN. WTHBT—TILBHBD FEA

Apato no naka ni, isu mo téburu mo arimasen. — In the apartment, there is neither a chair nor a table.

[7/\"— F][ ) ][M\][ I ][w][ ) ][-?—7‘»][ ) ][3730 atr/u]
apartment of insE?de in (place) gﬁi also table also there is not

I Structure [Place ® BN IC][ABHBH]HDEHA

o ZNN—bFD&EDH = "the inside of the apartment”: @ + a location noun (% 7" inside, 5 X top...) gives “in / on the ...".

« AH BB +negative = “neither A nor B". £ (“also”) after each noun, then a negative verb. # D FH A = the negative of HD FJ (¥9 > Ft
).

© TH. BETVLALWRY RAHD FT,

Demo, okii shiroi beddo ga arimasu. — But there is a big white bed.

'c“%,] BsEL|[L3V [,w b][ b ][m i?‘]
but AW au bed subject marker there is
big white

I Structure TH. [Adj+Adj+Nounh']HbD &g

« T%H = "but", at the start of a sentence. It contrasts with the sentence before (no chair, no table... but a bed).
« Two L)-adjectives can be stacked before a noun: E&HFL LAWL ARy K = “big white bed"”. A' introduces a new thing (first mention). Compare
HOFHA (2) & HDZET (3).

O RYRDSZICLBVWY—YELBVWELBELBVLSIDBD FT,

Beddo no ue ni shiroi shitsu to shiroi makura to shiroi méfu ga arimasu. — On the bed there are a white sheet, a white pillow and a white

blanket.
[/\“yF‘] O][Si][ I ] L3W [9—“/][2:] L3 [i(B][t][Léb\ [%5,3\][ Bt ]
bed of i on (place) Bu sheet and Bu I and au EMH subject marker
top white white pillow white blanket

I Structure [Place® S X ICJ[AL B CH)HDFET

o Ny F®D3Z = "the top of the bed” > Ny FMDS3 ZIC = “on the bed". IC + & D T says where something is.
« AXBXC-="AandBandC" ¥ joins nouns only. The adjective L 3L\ is repeated before each noun. One 7' at the end marks the whole list as
the subject.

© HiLIERY RIZTHDET,

Watashi wa beddo ni suwarimasu. — | sit on the bed.

[hf:b][ i3 ][/\/b][ I ][3‘1’)03&3‘]
#h topic marker bed onto / at EDFT

I/ me sit (polite)

I Structure [Topic |&] [Place IZ] [Verb £77]

o H7=LId = "as for me": the topic for the whole second paragraph, so the following sentences leave it out.
e TH3>FTHDFET (u-verb: £9 form=2 > D + £7). I marks where you end up: you sit down onto the bed.



O Ry RrRThET,

Beddo de nemasu. — (1) sleep in the bed.

[/\“yF][ T ][nn‘]
bed at (action) By

sleep (polite)

I Structure [Place T][Verb £97]

« T marks the place where an action happens (sleeping, eating...). 8% > 23 &% 9 (%-verb: drop %, add % 9). The subject 7= L is understood,
so it is dropped.

O RV RDSITERNET,

Beddo no ue de tabemasu. — (1) eat on the bed.

[«wlr ) 5;1] 7 ] r:&&a‘]
bed of + at (action) BRET
top eat (polite)

I Structure [Place ® 5 X T][Verb £7]

e« Ry RMDSZT ="on top of the bed (where the action happens)”: same place as 6, a bit more precise. 7=R% > f=ARZX 9 (%-verb). No object is
said: “eat"” in general.

O RYRDSXTHTEDHET,

Beddo no ue de mizu o nomimasu. — (1) drink water on the bed.

RNyF||D]| 5% T 2x z DHET
bed of toip at (action) wgier object marker driﬁslf}(?oﬁ—te)

| structure [Place ® 5 X T [Object %] [Verb %3]
« % marks what the action is done to: #9 % = “water” (the thing drunk). DL > DHFF (u-verb: & > & + £7). Order: place, object, verb last.

O RV RDSITIEAERLAHET,

Beddo no ue de hon o yomimasu. — (I) read books on the bed.

[/w F][@]['Bi][ E ][li/»][ % ][J:JHE?]
bed of *t at (action) S object marker FAFET
top book read (polite)

| structure [Place ® 5 % <] [Object %] [Verb % ¥]

« Same frame as 8: only the slots change. & > &HF T (u-verb, like D). No number is given, so IZA can be “a book” or “books™ Japanese
nouns have no plural.

O RYRDSITRAZTLSLET,

Beddo no ue de benkyd shimasu. — (1) study on the bed.

[«wp] ) 5;1] T ][&&3;5 Li?‘]
bed of + at (action) Gz do (polite)
top study

I Structure [Place ® 5 X T][Noun+ L £79]

o NAT &S isanoun (“study”); with 9% (“to do”) it becomes a verb: RAZF&5F3 > RAF &S5 LFT. 95 isirregular (L £7). Many nouns
work this way: D &5 D + 3 =to cook.

@D ZLT  RYRDSZTLVAEHZEVET,

Soshite, beddo no ue de inu to asobimasu. — And (1) play with a dog on the bed.

ZLT [/\“yF] o|5z] T ][um][t [ZB%U‘E?]
and then bed of + at (action) xR with WOFET
top dog play (polite)

I Structure £ L T. [Place ® 5 X T][Companion &][Verb £7]
o« £ LT ="and (then)": it adds the last item of the list. £ now means "with"” (a companion): L\ & = “with a dog". In sentence 4, £ meant “and”

between nouns.
o HEXRDS>BHEUVET (u-verb: I >V + £9).

@ HELIERY RICTATULET,

Watashi wa beddo ni sunde imasu. — I live on the bed.
br-L & Ny k| IS TAT |[|WET
Fh topic marker bed at (place) 1FAT is (polite)
I/ me live (T-form)

I Structure [Topic I&] [Place IZ] [Verb T+ WLWEF]

e TL>TFTAT+WXT = "live/ reside” (a continuing state, like & > TLWE T in story 2). T-formrule: & > AT (also .3 and b: HZ.RX > HEA
<).
« IC here = the place you live (not T: living is a state, not an action). The punchline: all of life happens on the bed.



Vocabulary, particles and key grammar

Word Kanji  Meaning Word Kanji  Meaning
HER J2.33  toplay (verb (u-verb)) - HEUVET, HEAT. F=T) — table (noun) - From English "table”.
7IN—F — apartment (noun) - From English "apartment”. <7 - is [ am / are (polite) (copula) - A B TY.
H3 B3 to exist, to be (things) (verb (u-verb)) - D £ (polite), <b — but (conjunction) - Starts a sentence.
2D EL (i wh th inside, in (noun) - 7/N— kD& H.
wg BF chair (noun)
IciFA BE Japan (proper noun)
Lh X dog (noun)
h3 23 to sleep, to go to bed (verb (%-verb)) - 2FX 7.
5z + top, above, on (noun) - N RMD S X = on the bed.
(OY N ;e to drink (verb (u-verb)) - D&H £ .
BHZFLV ATV Dbig, large (L)-ad))
Ry R — bed (noun) - From English “bed".
bHITH KR Osaka (proper noun) - Big city in west Japan.
RAZES B study (noun) - NAE & 59 % = to study.
ch — this (thing) (pronoun) - ZH& A TT = thisis A.
IZA x book (noun)
o=y — (bed) sheet (noun) - From English “sheets".
F<K 5 Iy pillow (noun)
LAW Bu white (L\-adj) - Repeated 3x in sentence 4.
»3 7K water (noun)
CEN T to live, to reside (verb (u-verb)) - AT WX T = lives.
H53 ESr blanket (noun)
Th3 FE3 to sit (down) (verb (u-verb)) - D £ ¢
S ;O toread (verb (u-verb)) - KHET.
LT — and, and then (conjunction) - Starts a sentence.
bi-L TN 1, me (pronoun) - 7= L D = my.
1=-R"2Z BAR3 toeat(verb(3-verb)) - TeREY.
Particles
Particle Job Example from the story
Topic: “as for..." HizLIgRy RIZCTHD £9, — Sets the subject of the paragraph; later sentences drop it.
(wa)
B ga) Subject, new information BBEEVWLBLARY FHHD EF, — Introduces the bed for the first time.
% (o) Direct object #TEDHET, — Marks what the action is done to.
IS i) Place of existence / arrival Ry RIZTATWVWEY, — With %3, 913, 3E: where something is or ends up.
S Place of action RNy FDS X TRRNEF, — With action verbs: where it happens.
T (de)
& (to) “and" [ “with" =Y ELS - VW EHEVET — Joins nouns (and), or marks a companion (with).
D (no) “of | 's" ICIFADEETH - Hfc LD T /N— b — Links two nouns: owner O thing.

%Um)

% 9" -form: the polite verb

Dictionary Polite
ThBES ITHhEY
3 E3 RFET
1=-R3% BR3 I a%- 32
DL RE DHET
ST HET SHET
HEIRBER HEUVEY
93— LEY
EXHRETH TATWET

"also"; with negative: “neither... nor"”

Rule

u-verb: % > D
%-verb: drop %
%-verb: drop %
u-verb: & > &
u-verb: & - &
u-verb: .3 > O
irregular

T-form: & > AT

WIHT—TILHH D EtHA. — Replaces |&/h'/% ("too").

Choosing the right word

Question Use
Where is a thing? [Place] IZHZ — Ry RDS zICT—YhH
HOFET

Where does an action [Place] Tverb — Ry RTHRZEd

happen?

Where do | live / sit? [Place] I — Ry RICTATWVWET
AB—>—VrFE<5

Person X verb — WH Y HEVET

AHBHL HDHFEEA

A and B (nouns)
Do it with someone
Neither A nor B

Tip: L\-adjectives go straight before a noun (EHET LRy K, LAWLWS—
'Y). Stack them to add detail.



